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“You know you're in love  

when you can't fall asleep  

because reality is finally  

better than your dreams.” 

Dr. Seuss 
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This is how the disciples felt on the Day of Pentecost. 

 From Genesis, when all creation was good, 

The hope for restoration permeated the Hebrew 

 mind and body, as the Psalmist affirms— 

God is good, all creation is good— 

30 
Eternal One, You send out Your breath,  

life is created, 

    and the face of the earth  

is made beautiful and is renewed. 

… 

May the thoughts of my mind be pleasing to God, 

    for the Eternal has become my happiness. 
35 

But may those who set themselves above the creator 

who act counter to the purposes of God Almighty 

    disappear from the face of this beautiful planet. 

As for God,  

call the Eternal One good, my soul. 

Praise the Eternal!
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Without Spirit, we are dust and to dust return. 

 Atheists and nihilists to this day champion 
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  This idea of finite life— 

But we who have been so long with Jesus  

 recognize this as a fallacy. 

We are filled with the Holy Spirit, 

 and have an eternal perspective 

Our reality 

 is finally better than our 

  egocentric assumptions and misgivings. 

Phillip, have I been so long with you 

  and you know me not? 

Jesus doesn’t despair or reject Philip. 

With God, there is always another way— 

 in fact, a multiplicity of ways 

  to approach the Truth. 

If your mind cannot grasp what God is like, 

 then look at what God can do. 

Throughout his ministry, Jesus restored 

 people to life— 
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Socially – the woman at the well, 

Physically 

 lepers, lame, and deaf 

Religiously – Nicodemus, Joseph of Arimethea 

The outcast  

 Blind Bartemaeus, an adulterous woman 

The alienated, arrogant, and greedy 

 Matthew, Zaccheus  

And now Philip—without reproach 

 but with another approach: 

  Philip, recall what you’ve seen 

   me do. 

What Philip and his fellow disciples will come to know 

 with the advent of the Holy Spirit 

  is that they have seen God incarnate— 

   God come in human form. 

 that is to say God’s true intention for how we should live. 

Truth. 
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In the New Testament, Truth is not the 

  opposite of falsehood— 

Truth, alethes, denotes a state of being  

 in which the attributes of the Creator of the universe— 

  are lively – fully operative 

That’s what Jesus personifies—The Truth. 

 Truth means to be genuine (authentic, real) 

Who is each of us really? 

 Stripped of all life’s 

    woulda, coulda, and shoulda 

What would happened if I had… 

 What I could have been if I only… 

  What I should have done was… 

As one authority says,  

  Such thoughts are an attempt to evade reality  

   and the genuine problems or circumstances of our lives. 

It’s a backward look at what has been  

 instead of a forward look to what can be. 
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The antidote to these suppositions,  

 an eternal, not earthbound limited, perspective. 

“Generally, by the time you are Real,” 

writes Margery Williams in the Velveteen Rabbit, 

“most of your hair has been loved off,  

and your eyes drop out and  

you get loose in the joints and very shabby.   

But these things don't matter at all,  

because once you are Real you can't be ugly,  

except to people who don't understand.” 

 

In reality,  

 in Truth, 

 what matters is that we walk attentive to  

  Spirit’s direction, not our selfish desires. 

That we are mindful of the goodness of creation –  

  with the energy and desire to do good. 

“On May 25, 2006, climber Lincoln Hall 

 was left for dead by his guides   

on the side of Mount Everest. 

The next day, his crew released a statement  

announcing his death. 

Little did they know that Hall was very much alive, 

but in dire circumstances. 

He was suffering from altitude sickness, 

https://adventure.howstuffworks.com/outdoor-activities/climbing/mount-everest.htm
https://health.howstuffworks.com/diseases-conditions/death-dying/dying.htm
https://adventure.howstuffworks.com/outdoor-activities/climbing/altitude-sickness.htm
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which had caused him to become disoriented. 

He was left alone on the mountain  

with no hat, gloves or oxygen bottles. 

A day later, Daniel Mazur  

and his climbing group came across Hall. 

Mazur, who was just two hours away from the peak, 

abandoned his Everest quest and 

left his party to carry Hall 

down to the camp at the base of the mountain, 

which was a 4-hour trek. 

Just days before, another climber, David Sharp, 

died 1,000 feet from the summit 

when dozens of people passed him 

by because they didn't want to risk 

their own Everest glory.”
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Christ Jesus desires to share, thus multiply his glory 

Look to the life of Jesus, 

 the most unlikely of messiahs 

Born poor and remained poor, 

  probably fatherless at an early age, 

  never a homeowner, 

   homeless and jobless— 

As far as we know, unmarried 

 and childless— 

 there would be no hedge in old age, 
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  no one to care for him. 

Yet, people were awed by him— 

 “See, he does all things well.” 

  “Master, if you will, you can heal me— 

  “Of course I will,” responds Jesus” 

 

Enfolded in the meaning of alethes 

 Truth  

is a certainty, an absence of doubt 

 when it comes to sharing life giving  

  time, skill, prayer, and alms. 

The, Spirit of Truth hesitates not to exclaim, 

Of course I will to do good. 

Receive the Holy Spirit— 

 Breathe 

  Relax 

   Find Joy  

    that outlasts momentary pleasure. 

Receive the Holy Spirit 
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 The Spirit of Truth 

  authenticity, reliability, and integrity. 

Come, Lord Jesus—that 

everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 

        will be liberated into God’s freedom and peace
iv
 

Amen 

                                                 
i
 https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/tag/reality 
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 Ps 104, Voice 
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 https://adventure.howstuffworks.com/5-rescues3.htm 
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 Acts 2.21 Voice 


