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Consider the lives of two men – 

 motivated by curiosity 

  that led to very different life paths. 

Ferdinand Waldo Demara, Jr. is 

 known as the Great Imposter: 

Demara's impersonations included a ship's doctor, a civil engineer, a 

sheriff's deputy, an assistant prison warden, a doctor of applied 

psychology, a hospital orderly, a lawyer, a child-care expert, a 

Benedictine monk, a Trappist monk, an editor, a cancer researcher, and 

a teacher. One teaching job led to six months in prison.
i
 

 

The other, George Plimpton, sports writer: 

“Plimpton was famous for competing in professional sporting events 

and then recording the experience from the point of view of an 

amateur.”
ii
 

Plimpton immersed himself in the sports worlds 

  he wanted to write about— 

 

His experiences were genuine and intense 

 

He pitched for the Yankees 

boxed with Archie Moore and Sugar Ray Robinson 

filled in as quarterback in a Detroit Lions preseason training scrimmage 
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joined the Baltimore Colts in an exhibition game against the Lions 

took the position of an ice hockey goalie 

and played golf with the PGA greats, Nicholas and Palmer. 

engaged in playing professional Bridge  

and trained as a Trapeze artist in the circus. 

 

The contrast between Plimpton and Demara is vivid— 

 the former achieved fame and affection of professionals 

   for his honest attempts to understand  

   what it takes to master sports; 

The latter infamy and a prison term for his dishonesty that 

 fooled, perhaps endangered, those who put their trust in him. 

The one humbled himself to become a sportsman, 

 the other took a narcissistic ride at the expense of others. 

Today’s gospel calls us to be more like Plimpton— 

 immersing ourselves in the call and character of Christ Jesus. 

Only when the Spirit and the bride (us) say together, 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

 will that be possible. 

Jesus wants us to be as curious about our faith  

  as was Plimpton about sports 
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   not to masquerade as Christians 

    not to glide on the surface of what we’ve 

     heard about Christ     

      but not experienced. 

That’s the thrust of Jesus’ prayer  

 in the gospel of John today. 

Recently, a clergy friend laughingly said 

  she didn’t even  want to jump into  

   that circular prayer— 

    as if it were a whirlpool that  

     would suck her into an 

      impenetrable thought process. 

It seems to me her more puzzle than prayer to her 

 when Jesus says: 

As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, 

may they also be in us, 

so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 

 

But I see it as a paradigm for resting in God by faith 

 like a hammock in the shade of a live oak 
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  swinging on a hot summer day, 

 

   letting the breeze move me without 

    instead of running a sweaty, arduous marathon. 

I see Jesus’ prayer as an invitation to contemplate 

 what it means  

The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." 

And let everyone who hears say, "Come." 

And let everyone who is thirsty come. 

Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 

And I see this paradigm play out in the story from Acts. 

We are one, I in them and you in me,  

that they may become completely one,  

so that the world may know that you have sent me  

and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

 

The construction of this passage seems to me more like 

 the symbol for infinity 

  Constantly moving in the love of God with purpose— 

   expanding like the universe— 

   than endlessly repeating myself within a closed circle: 

Did you notice in the reading from Acts 

 that Paul and his companions are imprisoned in 
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  a closed place but unbounded with joy— 

   praying and singing hymns  

    which are uplifting the spirits not only 

     themselves but also their 

      fellow prisoners? 

Prisoners of Caesar but bound only to God— 

The Lord is King; 

let the earth rejoice; * 

let the multitude of the isles be glad. 

 

Did you notice that the jailor had Paul  

 and his companions all wrong? 

  Miscreants defying human nature’s impulse 

   for survival, 

 who did not attempt to deliver themselves 

   from prison but delivered the jailor from  

self harm instead? 

 Such selflessness was unknown to him in his culture. 

Did you notice that the jailor’s first reaction to  

 Paul’s exclamation not to harm himself was  
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  to desire a life that turned opportunism into 

   an opportunity to love? 

Did you notice that the jailor, 

  drawn by the love of Christ shown  

  in the actions of Paul and his companions 

   wanted to be like them? 

Did you notice that he did just that? 

 Acted like them? 

washed their wounds 

 (possible inflicted by the jailor himself?) 

 

Did you notice 

 

he trusted so much in his new found faith to live as Jesus 

 

that he took the strangers into his home 

and fed them? 

 

Did you notice  

 

 that the jailor comprehended deeply by Spirit 

 

'Truly I tell you,  

whatever you did for one of the  

least of these brothers and sisters of mine,  

you did for me.'
iii
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Do you think his experience was a fusion  

 of the Spirit and the Bride 

  his body and soul with Holy Spirit? 

Do you think he was forever changed, 

 still a jailor but in love with life— 

  a more compassionate jailor 

   as a result of saying,  

Come Lord Jesus 

Be the beginning and end of my life? 

 

Can we imagine what Christ Jesus  

  

 can do with our lives 

 

  when we say,  

   

Come, Lord Jesus! 

 

Amen 
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