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The prophet Elijah passed by Elisha  

and threw his mantle over him.  

Elisha left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said,  

"Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you."  

Then Elijah said to him, "Go back again; for what have I done to you?" 

Elisha returned from following the prophet,  

took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them;  

using the equipment from the oxen,  

he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate.  

Then Elisha set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant.
i
 

 

Not one of us has a claim or an involuntary hold over another. 

 

 Don’t psychologists tell us that 

  

  someone cannot make some else do anything? 

 

Not the prophet Elijah over his successor Elisha. 

 

"Go back again; for what have I done to you?" 

 

Not a king or a nation over the Psalmist 

 

The Lord will show me the path of Life 

 

Not Paul over the Galatians 

 

You were called to freedom brothers and sisters 

 

And not even Jesus over his followers as 

  

 we can see in the gospel of Luke today 
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  Jesus beckons not demands his followers’ 

   complete attention – 

 The call of our Redeemer, Liberator, and Friend 

 requires a voluntary and a considered response— 

The call to Christian living is 

 attractive not punitive. 

For the most part, Christians believe  

 We are marked as Christ’s own 

  in the sacrament of baptism. 

We are marked for mission. 

 How do our lives signify  

  that we are, indeed, Christ’s own— 

According to the Bible, we are called 

1. To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom, 

2. To teach, baptize and nurture new believers, 

3. To respond to human need by loving service, 

4. To transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of 

every kind and pursue peace and reconciliation, 

5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and 

renew the life of the earth. 
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That is why it is important to understand that 

 When called as adults by Jesus, we are asked  

  to make deliberate not reactive choices, 

   Jesus does not coerce us into the Kingdom of God. 

Each deliberation is as unique as we are. 

As an example to us, 

 in today’s gospel reading from Luke, 

  Jesus reacts quite differently to three people  

   who feel called to follow him. 

Each reaction of Jesus 

  seems tailor made for each would be follower:    

1. Someone said to him, 

"I will follow you wherever you go." 

And Jesus said to him,  

"Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; 

but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." 

 

Are we mindful that as disciples of Jesus we might need to be 

 willing and ready to modify 

  our lifestyles when Jesus calls us out of 
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   our ordinary lives into eternal hope? 

Are we too attached to our manners of living  

 to entertain living in ways that might not be 

  as radical as entering the foreign mission field 

   but do acknowledge the mission fields  

    of our own community? 

2. To another person, Jesus said,  

"Follow me." 

But that person said,  

"Lord, first let me go and bury my father." 

Jesus said to him, 

"Let the dead bury their dead;  

but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." 

 

Is our Lord 

 implying some say in this so called ‘harsh saying’ 

that those at home  

  are spiritually dead, so leave them be? 

Harsh, indeed, and  

 I think incompatible with the character of Jesus 

  as the incarnation of our loving and just creator. 
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Perhaps, as Gordon Franz suggests, 

The purpose of [Jesus’] response may have been twofold. 

First, to encourage the disciples to faithfully follow Him.   

Secondly, and perhaps more importantly, to teach correct theology.”
 ii

 

In other words, to follow Christ Jesus is to be focused on life – 

 to be lively in bringing to the Good News to others: 

Do we believe that  

“Jesus is resurrection and life. 

 

Do we further believe, 

 

Whoever believes Jesus, though physically dead, 

yet shall live, and 

everyone who lives and  

believes in Jesus shall never die? 

 

3. Another person said, 

"I will follow you, Lord; 

but let me first say farewell to those at my home." 

Jesus said to him, "No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks 

back is fit for the kingdom of God." 

 

Is this another harsh saying 

  

 or recognition by the Master,  

  that we are inclined to procrastinate,  
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  no matter our good intentions? 

Do we step up and out into the world as 

  

 messengers of the Master and not look back? 

 

Do we  

 

do good to those who hate us… 

pray for those who curse and mistreat us  

do to others as we would have them do to us
iii

? 

 

Thereby introducing those we meet to the Kingdom of God? 

 Paul says,  

As free people, the Spirit gives us the characteristics of Jesus; 

we, too, can freely love in joy and peace. 

We can have patience along with kindness and faithfulness… 

while being gentle in living with self-control,  

reflecting the goodness of our creator God…
iv
  

 

These are characteristics are known as  

  

 the fruits of the spirit— 

  

  the produce of our Christian lives. 

 

For those who follow Jesus  

and live in the Spirit, 

 

We are marked for mission, and 
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When we step up and out  

  

 into whichever mission field we are called— 

 

  be it home, community, or abroad— 

 

these characteristics   

 grow in us like summer fruits.  

 

Let us take a moment to picture in our minds 

  

  the growth of a summer garden 

  

  from flower to fruit to harvest—  

 

Daily guided by the Spirit 

the fruits that nourish us and bless others, 

grow more abundant: 

love, joy, peace, patience,  

kindness, integrity,  

fidelity, gentleness, and self-control.
v
 

~ 

O’ Let us taste and see how good is the Lord!
vi
 

Amen. 
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