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Jeremiah was a bullfrog— 

belted Pat Boone 

 Three Dog Night’s Joy to the World 

  running down the aisle of the 

   Tonight Show studio,  

    dressed in his signature white suit and white buck shoes 

     to land on the studio floor— 

Was a good friend of mine 

I never understood a single word  

He said, 

But I helped him drink his…
i
 

 

A moment of suspension  

  

 the audience held its breath… 

 

  as clean cut, 

  

    teetotaler and professed Baptist, 

 

    Boone paused and grinned 

 

The audience waited… 

 

MILK! 



Proper 15 – Year C – August 18, 2019 

 Jeremiah 23:23-29   Psalm 82  Hebrews 11:29-12:2  Luke 12:49-56 

the Rev. Deborah Kempson-Thompson   2 

 

 

The audience groaned and booed good naturedly— 

  Boone grinned more broadly 

   and Doc Severinsen’s  

Tonight Show Band played on. 

Like the prophet Hebrew prophet 

 Jeremiah in this morning’s scripture, 

  Boone was faithful to his message of abstinence from alcohol— 

   not allowing peer pressure to sway him 

    from what he knew to be true for himself. 

The prophet Jeremiah was faithful to his message as well,  

 and his audience dismissed   

  his message as easily as the Tonight Show 

   guests did Boone’s. 

For forty years, Jeremiah 

 preached moral storm warnings,  

  exhorting the people of Judah 

   to practice Torah
ii
 instead of worshipping 

     the Canaanite god Baal. 
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   to heed the teachings of God Almighty— 

    to let the way of YWH be their own. 

   to be a covenant community— 

    that respects its neighbors 

   and protects its least powerful members— 

    children, the disenfranchised, and foreigners. 

Jeremiah castigates his fellow prophets  

 for dismissing his warnings that Judah has strayed  

  dangerously from Torah— 

   Jeremiah cautions that they might stray beyond 

    a point of no return.     

Jeremiah was unpopular to say the least— 

 scorned, imprisoned, and threatened with death sentences. 

Yet he was faithful, 

 when his prophesy resulted not in repentance 

  but captivity for the people of Judah, 

   the conquering Babylonians offered Jeremiah a position 

    of influence in their empire. 
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Jeremiah refused,  

 choosing to live in exile in the land of Israel’s arch enemy Egypt  

  rather than collaborate with those who worshipped Marduk 

   the son of Baal. 

 Ironically, in today’s vernacular thanks to our Millennials 

  a jeremiah has two meanings— 

 a chronic, harping pessimist—one who looks at life from the perspective 

of impending doom
iii

 

 

 – or – 

 

 The best person you could ever meet.  A boy or a man who knows how to 

love their other half... They are people who are selfless and very 

sensitive, although they never show it.  And, finally, they love their 

friends and family a lot.  Having a guy like that in your life is really 

wonderful.
iv
 

 

Jeremiah the prophet was wonderful in the eyes of God 

 

 not so popular with his peers. 

  

People believe and do what they want— 

 until change or disaster persuades them otherwise. 

That is what Jesus is addressing in Luke’s Gospel  

 this morning— 

https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=other%20half
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  we can believe what we like, 

   whatever tickles our ears as St. Paul says, 

    or  

     we can, like Jeremiah,  

      pay attention to our cultural climate. 

There are many signs of our times 

 that result in conflicting prophesy:  

  the economy,  

   our international stature as a military power, 

    our moral reputation as people. 

Today’s optimists and pessimists alike 

  are more correctly called pundits: 

    those knowledgeable in an academic field 

who convey their informed opinions through the press, broadcasting, 

blogs, podcasts, and social media. 

 

 

Pundits not prophets because 

 The Hebrew word for a prophet, navi…means fruit of the lips…
v
 

From whichever political pole they speak, 
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 there is little sweetness coming from their lips. 

Today’s media pundits resemble the false prophets  

   of Jeremiah’s time  

    because they are speaking their own opinions— 

A  true prophet’s mission is to speak 

 Torah or the Way of Love  

  that will bear good fruit. 

Fruit, to Jews connotes the sweetness of a life lived in  

 

 peace and sufficiency: 

 

  A life that is fed and watered by Torah. 

 

To Christians, fruitfulness means a life 

 

 nurtured by the Holy Spirit 

 

  that produces the fruit of the Spirit— 

  

   like patience, kindness, and discernment. 

 

In Judaism: 

 

According to some views, prophecy is not a gift that is arbitrarily 

conferred upon people; rather, it is the culmination of a person's spiritual 

and ethical development.  When a person reaches a sufficient level of 

spiritual and ethical achievement, the Shechinah (Divine Spirit) comes 
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to rest upon him or her.  Likewise, the gift of prophecy leaves the person 

if that person lapses from his or her spiritual and ethical perfection.
vi

 

 

This is the message of Jesus in Luke’s gospel this morning— 

 Jesus addresses the misperception and ignorance of Torah— 

He asks,  

why do you not know how to interpret the present time? 

God’s message through the prophet Jeremiah declares, 

“Let these false prophets tell their dreams,  

but let my true messengers faithfully proclaim my every word.  

There is a difference between straw and grain! 

 

Torah, the gift of comprehending that a  

  

 life wisely led and pleasing to God is  

 

  practicing justice tempered by mercy. 

   

   It is grain to the soul and to the world. 

   

Jeremiah seized this gift and brought the 

 

 sweet fruit of his discernment to Judah, 

 

There is a difference between straw and grain! 

Judah might as well have been eating straw to nourish their bodies 

 as soothe their souls with the assurances of  false prophets. 
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Moreover, a wise farmer leaves the straw after harvest 

 in the fields to be burned  

Farmers burn their fields to remove plants  

that are already growing [like weeds in a fallow field] 

and to help the plants that are about to come up.  

These burns are often called “prescribed burns”  

because they are used to improve the health of the field.
vii

 

Jesus said, 

“It is fire that I have come to bring upon the earth— 

how I could wish it were already ablaze! 

 

It is the fire of the Holy Spirit for the health of the world 

 that Jesus wants released  

  to blaze upon the earth  

   so that the Good News can take root and grow— 

the Good News that we need not fear— 

 fear causes our hearts and minds to be  

  torn asunder by pundits and conflicting opinions 

   about world events. 

Enlightened by the blaze of 

 God’s love –  

We focus on justice tempered by mercy 
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  We know it when we see it –  

   for we have benefitted from it ourselves 

    in the healing forgiveness of Christ Jesus. 

By our justice and mercy 

 All whom we encounter will  

  recognize that we are servants of the Most High God— 

   the most high— 

    the one and only God who reigns over 

     pundits, fear mongers, and  

      well meaning people alike. 

Who empowers people of goodwill to discern straw from wheat— 

 to discard the false  

while harvesting the good and true: 

Come, O God, and rule the world; 

all the nations are yours
viii

 

 

“Joy to the World” 

Amen 

   

                                                 
i
 Joy to the World by Hoyt Axton, recorded in the early 1970s by Three Dog Night. 

ii
 The Jewish Study Bible 
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 Collins online dictionary 
iv
Urban Dictionary online 

v
 Judaisim 101 -  http://www.jewfaq.org/prophet.htm 

vi
 ibid 
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