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There is a scene in the BBC series, Grantchester, 

 in which Leonard, the curate— the associate priest, 

   becomes upset. 

  As he stands at the kitchen sink of the vicarage— 

    his partner comes over to 

    console him with a kiss. 

They are surprised by Mrs. “C,” the housekeeper,  

 who dearly loves Leonard and is shocked 

  by their behavior— 

Horrified, she realizes that Leonard is gay. 

 Appalled, she bursts into tears and leaves the room. 

Subsequently, she will not speak to her friend Leonard anymore 

 and leaves her position as housekeeper. 
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In this poignant episode, 

 the culprit in sabotaging this friendship is not 

  Leonard, his partner Daniel, or Mrs. C – 

It is intolerance. 

 Mrs. C’s horror and revulsion at same sex love, 

  has been conditioned by a loveless doctrine 

   that Leonard’s loving his partner.  

    condemns him to eternal life without God. 

In the click of the minute hand, 

 despite all she knows about Leonard’s faith  

  in Jesus Christ,  

   Leonard’s intelligent and kindly character 

    and his pastoral devotion to the parishioners, 

Mrs. C suddenly believes that this 
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 person she knows and loves 

  cannot possibly live  

 

In sure and certain hope of the resurrection  

to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ
i
 

 

That Leonard will not stand at the last  

 

 with his redeemer 

    

  He will not see God. 

 

Yet, we are told in scripture that God forgives and 

 that nothing is impossible for God, 

  that nothing can separate us 

   from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

At fault is an old church doctrine in which 

 Mrs. C has been tutored. 

It is the notion that resurrection 

 is a reward for prescribed behavior. 

It is not. 

Resurrection emanates from  
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 relationship with Jesus the Redeemer and author of life. 

Resurrection is 

 arising to new life from the dead
ii
  

  moving fully into the way of God 

   to freedom from the bondage of 

    error and our peculiar motivations to 

     differentiate ourselves from other people. 

Resurrection is 

 changed life for an individual in Christ Jesus— 

  an everlasting life for an individual person 

   made whole in body, mind, and spirit. 

What that change looks and feels like,  

 we cannot imagine. 

We cannot know intellectually. 

We believe. 

As the Gospeller John writes: 

 “Beloved, now are we the children of God,  

 and it does not yet appear  
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what we shall be: 

 but we know that, when Christ Jesus shall appear,  

we shall be like him;  

for we shall see him as he is.” 

 

Resurrection is different than 

 

 resuscitation or reanimation of the body— 

  which is recovery of breathing and bodily functions 

   after they have temporarily ceased; 

Resurrection is different than the Greek concept of 

 immortality of the soul that is 

  immunity from death in  

   an endless restful spinning of  

    consciousness in eternal, 

     extraterrestrial peace
iii

; 

Resurrection is different than   

 reincarnation,  which is a 

  continual recycling of  the essence of a human life 

   in an attempt to gain flawlessness . 

That is why resurrection is so important. 
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 Resurrection speaks to our hope for a better life. 

The resurrection of Jesus is important for several reasons.   

First, the resurrection witnesses to the immense power of God. 

To believe in the resurrection is to believe in God 

as exemplified in Christ Jesus. 

If  God exists, and if God created the universe and has power over it, 

then God has power to raise the dead. 

If God does not have such power,  

God is not worthy of our faith and worship. 

Only God who created life can resurrect it after death, 

only God can reverse the hideousness that is death itself, and   

 only God can remove the sting and gain the victory  

over the grave
iv
 

In resurrecting Jesus from the grave,  

we are reminded of God’s absolute sovereignty over life and death... 

The importance of the resurrection of Christ has an impact on our 

service to the Lord now… 

  Because we know we will be resurrected to new life, we can 

endure persecution and danger for Christ’s sake
v
  

just as our Lord did.   

Because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ,  

thousands of Christian martyrs through history have willingly traded 

their earthly lives for everlasting life and the promise of resurrection.
vi
 

 

Resurrection 

 is the perfection away from 

  human intolerance that leads to strife— 

   intolerance forms in us 

  when we cannot accept that we are all 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Christian-martyrs.html
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   created in the image of God 

despite our unique ethnicities 

     skin color, 

  intolerance forms in us 

   because of our proclivities 

    that root us in  

     self centeredness. 

One finds resurrection expressed lyrically in the song  

 Somewhere, 

 from the Broadway play West Side Story— 

 It expresses the human longing for  

  a new life rooted in mutual love:  

There's a place for us,  

Somewhere a place for us. 

Peace and quiet and open air  

Wait for us  

Somewhere.  
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There's a time for us,  

Some day a time for us,  

Time together with time to spare,  

Time to look, time to care,  

Someday!  

Somewhere.  

We'll find a new way of living,  

We'll find a way of forgiving  

Somewhere. 

Take Christ Jesus’ hand, 

 and he’ll take you there.     Amen 

                                                 
i
 Book of Common Prayer, p. 485 
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 ibid 

iii
 Harper Collin Bible Dictionary 

iv
 1 Corinthians 15:54–55).   
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 ibid, vs. 30-32 
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 https://www.gotquestions.org/resurrection-Christ-important.html 
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