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The family gathered around my cousin 

 who was celebrating her fifth birthday. 

Young, old, and in between relatives smiled broadly at 

 the exuberant and precocious little girl surrounded by  

  gaily wrapped boxes. 

When her mother gave the customary, 

 Open your presents! 

Malena tore into the first one, 

 then the second,  

  and so on, 

Until she sat before an enormous box with a  

 great big ribbon. 

As she ripped off the paper and the  

 contents of the box was revealed, 

She exclaimed, 

I love it! 

I love it!! 

I love it!! 
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What is it?!? 

 

Mystery is one of the hallmarks of Advent.   

 We are looking forward to things to come 

  but will we recognize them when they appear? 

Pregnancy, for example, is a certainty. 

 Before sonograms, however, 

  pregnant couples wondered  

   what the gender of their baby would be – 

    what that baby would look like 

     would it favor the mother’s side 

      or the father’s? 

Most of all, 

 they hoped their newborn would have 

  all ten fingers and toes –  

   new mothers would actually count them  

    upon first receiving their babies into their arms. 

Of course, they had high expectations as well, 
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 often kept to themselves for fear of jinxing them. 

The prophet Isaiah has no such reserve regarding  

 the restoration of the earth and all its peoples to 

  their Creator God. 

On this first Sunday of Advent,  

 he boldly proclaims: 

In days to come 

the mountain of the Lord’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

and shall be raised above the hills; 

all the nations shall stream to it. 

Many peoples shall come and say, 

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

to the house of the God of Jacob; 

 

The use of the verb shall is emphatic— 

 not it will be – but it shall be. 

  The kingdom of God shall have all its fingers and toes 

   so to speak. 

And it shall live up to and beyond our most exalted 

 expectations. 

Advent explores, week by week, 
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 the anticipation of a new and better life— 

The mystery of Advent,  

 as Mary of Nazareth asks the angel Gabriel 

How shall this be? 

How that unity with one another through God 

 will be achieved is a mystery, 

  until the birth of Jesus. 

We are privileged to know 

 that in Christ Jesus that reconciliation begins 

  with the birth of Christ’s Spirit within each of us— 

   a gift we then bear to the world. 

Advent explores, week by week, 

 the anticipation of a new and better life. 

It’s up to us to tune in to the season’s possibilities. 

 In What is Advent? Justin Holcomb writes, 

Advent symbolizes the present situation of the church in these  

“last days”
i
 as God’s people wait for the return of Christ in glory to 

consummate his eternal kingdom.  

The church is in a similar situation to  
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Israel at the end of the Old Testament:  

in exile, waiting and hoping in prayerful expectation 

 for the coming of the Messiah.  

Israel looked back to God’s past gracious actions on their behalf in 

leading them out of Egypt in the Exodus, and on this basis,  

they called for God once again to act for them.  

In the same way, the church, during Advent, looks back upon  

Christ’s coming in celebration while at the same time looking forward in 

eager anticipation to the coming of Christ’s kingdom  

when he returns for his people.  

In this light, the Advent hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  

perfectly represents the church’s cry
ii
  

 

During this Advent season  

 let us suspend our concentration 

  on what we already know of Christ Jesus. 

Let us open ourselves to new encounters 

 that will further mold and direct our faith  

  to be perfected in God’s womb. 

Isaiah bids the people of God,  

Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord. 

 In this season of anticipation,  

 let us rise to new heights in our faith. 

We are encouraged as well by St. Paul 
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 to arise from sleepy complacency  

  and awake to the spirit of God in our lives – 

   to discover Christ Jesus anew –  

As theologian Marcus Borg puts it,  

 we are on our way to meeting Jesus again for the first time.   

Jesus comes to us afresh at the most unexpected hours in our days –  

 let us be alert to new insights, relationships, 

   and opportunities to serve.  

Amen  

 

    

 

  

  

 

 
                                                 
i
 (Acts 2:17, Hebrews 1:2), 

ii
 https://www.christianity.com/christian-life/christmas/what-is-advent.html 
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