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We are all of us people who are sent.   

Jesus needs us.   

The church needs us.  

The world needs us to accept our role as those who are sent.  

And we would do well to partner  

with at least one other person to do the work 

 Jesus is sending us to do. 

 

We would also do well to note that we are being sent someplace else to 

do this work.  We are to be someplace, anyplace, other than where we 

already find ourselves—so that we have some traveling to do. 

 

So writes the Reverend Kirk Alan Kubiceki 

 regarding today’s gospel from Luke. 

Those places we are called to travel might be known or unknown 

 to us— 

  but our successful journeys  

   are contingent on three pillars of faith: 

First, we are led by  

 the self sacrificing reality of the cross 

  Jesus’ complete identification with humanity 

   Jesus’ complete willingness to live life unto death.  

Second, we never travel alone— 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/library/author/kirk-alan-kubicek


[Type text] 

 

 as witnessed by the seventy-two missionaries 

  dispatched by Jesus to the countryside of Judea 

Third,  

We reap exactly what we plant. 

If we plant in the field of our natural inclinations 

we will reap death. 

If we plant in the field of the  Spirit,  

from the Spirit we will gather the harvest of love 

which is eternal life. 

So let us not tire of doing good, 

for if we do not give up,  

the time will come for us to reap that harvest.  

We do not reap or travel comfortless, 

 as emphasized by the prophet Isaiah. 

Thus says the Lord, as mother comforts her child 

so I will comfort you 

 

God is like a loving mother to us: 

The sister of a friend of mine was pregnant 

with her second child when she learned 

early on that she had cancer. 

At that time, she had to choose 

between taking chemo-therapy 

which would like kill the fetus or 

refuse treatment 

which would result in death. 

She chose the life of her unborn child,  

over her own. 



[Type text] 

 

She carried to term and delivered 

a healthy baby before her death. 

 

Derived from the Latin meaning with strength,  

  

 comfort means that  

 

  God not only soothes us in our trials and woes, 

   but also strengthens us for our missionary journeys— 

And our lives are missionary journeys. 

 Our journeys might not be 

  as radical as entering foreign mission fields; 

They are more likely to be the mission fields of our 

 homes, church family, community, and nation. 

We do not travel alone as witnessed by 

 Jesus’ sending out his seventy missionaries two by two. 

We do not travel alone as implied by his sending seventy, 

 the number of  elders appointed by Moses from the 

  to minister to the entire community of Israel. 

We do not travel alone because God  

 has set us in the community of St. Agatha’s. 



[Type text] 

 

The missionary message we carry is peace: 

Peace to you and yours. 

 If not received, 

  we are called not to reject or demean  

   one another but to move on— 

   called not to dismiss or discontinue our Christian 

    responsibility to love one another 

     but to avoid recriminations 

      born of defensiveness. 

This is the way of Christ. 

 Jesus prayed that his disciples might be  

  One as he and God Creator are 

As Christ’s disciples, 

 When we depart from this way of unity, 

  the Spirit is quick to redirect and comfort us. 

Jesus describes our journey in Luke as 

The road to the end of the power of evil in the world 

comes about by the Godly actions stemming 

from our reliance on the power of God to strengthen us  



[Type text] 

 

to overcome evil with good and 

This is accomplished with joy not pride— 

We rejoice because our  

“names are written in heaven”
ii
 

 

Our reward is in moving more and more  

 into divine communion with God and others 

  that is unbounded  

  in loving and caring for others— 

We cannot prepare for and execute this journey  

 by packing a suitcase with self-righteousness. 

  that includes clichés and   

   pat scriptural phrases. 

No. 

We are called to react to each call upon our 

 charitable natures spontaneously,  

As Paul points out to the Galatians, 

 we do so by relying on 

  the equipping of our characters  



[Type text] 

 

1. Believing that we are dead to separation from God’s gifts is the 

core of our beings— 

2. We enter the “household of God” as our baptismal vows 

declare:  we are forever marked as Christ’s own—before we had 

no powerful choices but now we are comforted—strengthened 

to do God’s will not our own. 

3. Religious symbolism and practice exist only to reinforce our 

vital core—these nurture us and remind us that we are indeed 

the Body of Christ—religion is no substitute for living a Christ 

centered, life 

4. We become new creations not individual gyros spinning in our 

own orbits, occasionally bumping into other gyros. 

We become one body—fashioning a living tableau of God’s 

love for the whole world.
iii

 

Let us dare to love one another, to show  

 that we are disciples of Jesus— 

  the continuation of the seventy missionaries’ story. 

In the words of Ben Franklin: 



[Type text] 

 

To bear other people’s afflictions 

Every one has courage and time to spare
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Amen 
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