
Proper 26 – Year C – November 3, 2019 
Isaiah 1:10-18  Psalm 32:1-8  2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12  Luke 19:1-10 

the Rev. Deborah Kempson-Thompson 

 
 

Curiosity killed the cat 

Satisfaction brought him back.
i
 

 

Zaccheus in today’s Gospel story  

 isn’t just a wee little man in stature— 

  likely under the average height of 5’5”  

   for a Jewish man of his time –  

    Let’s say, he’s 5 feet at best, maybe 4’9”. 

He is small in the estimation of his fellow Jews and inhabitants of 

 the wealthy city of Jericho. 

  whose assets, both of income and property, 

   created an exceptionally robust tax base for the 

    Roman government. 

It’s no accident that this story is set in Jericho, as is the 

 parable of the Good Samaritan. 

Situated strategically for trade, providing ready access to Jerusalem and  

  to regions  east  of the Jordan Valley. 

Known for its rose gardens and balsam trees that 
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 perfumed the air for miles around, and  

  called the City of Palms for its forest of palm trees, which  

   produced magnificent dates. 

Jericho was a crossroads for trade and cultural mingling.  

 Jordan valley— 

  a place where anything could happen— 

   Luke uses it to signify that it is 

    a place where extraordinary transformation 

     can occur in the ordinary course of human lives. 

Zaccheus, the thief and traitor to his people, 

 was very comfortable in this place… 

  but not satisfied. 

Happy are they who hunger and thirst 

for right relationship with God, 

they shall be utterly satisfied. 

Biblical scholar and commentator William Barclay 

  echoes the above beatitude of Jesus, 

Zaccheus was wealthy but he was not happy.   

Inevitably he was lonely, for he had chosen a way 

 that made him an outcast… 
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Despised and hated by his fellow human beings 

Zaccheus was reaching after the love of God.
ii
 

 

It seems to me that Zaccheus, indeed, must have been very lonely 

 to compromise his station and dignity by climbing a tree 

 

  just to get a peek at the Man of Love passing by. 

 

Zaccheus has wandered from the path of Torah— 

  

 the way of  justice and mercy— 

   

He is lost. 

 

 but willing to go to extremes to find his way back. 

 

What does it mean to be lost theologically— 

  

 more than what we might think… 

 

William Barclay comments, 

 

We must always be careful how we take 

the meaning of the word lost. 

In the New Testament it does not mean damned or doomed. 

It simply means in the wrong place.
iii

 

 

Zaccheus might be in sync with his culture, 

 but he’s out of order with his creator’s  

   plan to  



Proper 26 – Year C- November 3 

bring all things under the subjection 

of God’s saving grace. 

To bring calm out of confusion, 

 concern out of disregard. 

This is God’s plan for our lives. 

 When we are lost, we are set on the right path again 

  by humbly confessing our faults  

   and making amends.
 iv

 

In the story of Zaccheus, it is the tax collector himself, 

 when confronted with ultimate love and acceptance, 

who confesses his faults 

and is spared a life of gnawing guilt, 

 when he makes amends for his theft and selfishness. 

  He is restored by God’s love.
v
 

When we are lost,  

 when we are set on the right path again, 

   it is incumbent upon us to  

   be like Jesus 

    to lead others to restoration. 
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In his devotional, My Utmost for His Highest  

 Oswald Chambers elaborates on this principle, 

  as St. Paul writes, we are not our own
vi
: 

There is no such thing as a private life. 

“a world within the world” 

for a man or woman who is brought into  

fellowship with Jesus Christ’s sufferings.   

God breaks up the private life of a saint,  

and makes it a thoroughfare for the world 

 on the one hand and for God on the other. 

 

We become a place like Jericho, a person like Zaccheus. 

 

 The rich, unconcerned, fraudulent, or downtrodden 

 

  meet Jesus in us in the intersections of  

  

   complex and often uncaring culture 

   

    to find salvation.  

Our right relationship with God leads us to 

  extend our love far beyond our own concerns, 

  and even sins, 

 beyond the bounds of making amends for our own 

  mistakes and malice, 

   beyond, sometimes, what seems sensible.  
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As Jesus says, 

Happy are they who 

seek the companionship of God, 

Happy are those who are so hungry for Love 

that only God’s can satisfy them. 

 

When we are restored  

 we are moved to become wise guides to others 

   in gratitude to the Lord, 

This guidance manifests itself in ways as unique as we are… 

  and as common as human needs dictate. 

In his book, Take a Deep Breath of Life,  

 Alan Cohen relates a story of restoration  

  to a situation not of person’s own making 

   but who initiates restoration  for benefit of someone else: 

At a conference Cohen was attending, 

a vendor was robbed. 

Distraught he came into the convocation 

angry and accusatory— 

wanting to know who stole his money. 

The convocation reacted with silence until a  

spiritual counselor offered to auction 

a counseling session with half the fee going 

to reimburse the vendor.  
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The auction yielded enough to reimburse the vendor fully, 

 

Cohen adds this comment to his story, 

Words, although potentially powerful,  

are the least reliable index at who we are 

and what we believe.   

[American philosopher Ralph Waldo] Emerson noted: 

‘What you are speaks to me so powerfully that I can hardly hear  

what you are saying.’ 

We can lie with words, but not with our being.   

We can fool ourselves and others with rhetoric, but only 

actions reveal who and what we really are… 

 

My deeds reflect my soul’s truth. 

I am integrated in thought, word, and action.
vii

 

 

We live and breathe and move in Christ Jesus 

 

 we have put on Christ like an overcoat. 

 

   When people look at us,  

 

   they see Jesus. 

 

Restoration sometimes leads to restitution; 

 

 it always leads one to the path of Love,  

 

  which is salvation. 

Amen 
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